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CEIRIOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Ceiriog  R.D.C.,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1954. 

There  were  three  outstanding  events  during  the  year  which 
made  a direct  impact  on  the  life  of  the  community,  the  results 
of  which  will  be  more  fully  estimated  in  the  future.  These 
included  the  de-control  of  meat  with  all  the  initial  problems 
that  had  to  be  solved  to  ensure  a good  and  sufficient  supply  of 
meat  in  the  District. 

Then  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act,  1954,  came  into 
force  with  the  object  of  giving  landlords  some  incentive  to  put 
their  houses  in  a sound  state  of  repair  and  also  to  give  some 
impetus  to  slum  clearance  plans  which  have  long  been  in 
abeyance. 

Thirdly  our  District  was  severely  hit  by  the  rabbit  disease 
Myxamatosis,  in  the  summer  months,  which  caused  very  un- 
pleasant results  in  the  form  of  decaying  and  rotting  corpses 
lying  in  large  numbers  in  the  fields  and  public  highways,  as  for 
a while  it  was  considered  nobody’s  job  to  remove  them. 

Although  the  extermination  of  the  rabbit  may  be  looked 
upon  with  gratification  by  the  farmer,  the  opposite  view  may 
be  taken  by  the  general  public  who  remember  that  the  rabbit 
was  invaluable  as  a means  of  augmenting  the  meat  ration  during 
the  war.  We  may  yet  live  to  regret  the  extermination  of  the 
rabbit  as  a source  of  cheap  and  easily  produced  food  in  time  of 
need. 

The  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
District  are  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the  report. 
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CEIRIOG  R.D.  POPULATION,  1954. 

The  population  of  the  Ceiriog  R.D.,  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  1954,  was  7380  as  compared  to  7375  in  1953.  The 
difference  between  these  figures  is  only  5 so  that  we  can  conclude 
that  the  number  of  persons  residing  in  our  District  has  remained 
practically  stationary. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  112  in  1954  as  compared 
to  111  in  1953.  This  shows  an  increase  of  1 and  is  very  satis- 
factory in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  general  trend  throughout 
the  country  has  been  towards  a lower  number  of  births. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  birth  rate  for  1954  was  15.3  which,  when  adjusted  by 
the  comparability  factor  for  camparison  with  England  and 
Wales,  becomes  16.83,  as  compared  to  17.07  in  1953  and  15.2 
for  England  and  Wales.  Our  birth  rate  is  therefore  higher  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

There  was  only  1 still  birth  during  the  year  as  compared  to 
4 in  1953,  whicn  is  a very  satisfactory  fall  in  the  loss  of  infant 
life.  The  better  provision  for  Ante-natal  care  is  the  best  method 
of  keeping  this  figure  down. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  81  as  compared  to  99  in 
1953,  which  shows  a considerable  reduction.  This  gives  a death 
rate  of  10.43  as  compared  to  12.06  in  1953. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.3,  these 
figures  show  that  the  average  number  of  deaths  in  the  Ceiriog 
District  was  less  tiian  for  England  and  Wales  and  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  healthy  condition  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation,  numbering  38,  while  cancer  caused  the  death  of  13. 

INFANTS  DEATHS. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  only  1 as  compared  to  3 
during  1953.  This  gives  an  infant  death  rate  of  8.9  per  1000 
live  births  as  compared  to  27.1  in  1953,  which  is  a most  satisfactory 
reduction.  The  infant  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
25.5  so  that  our  District  has  done  extraordinary  well  in  this 
respect. 
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As  most  infant  deaths  nowadays  are  due  to  prematurity 
or  congenital  defects  the  figures  show  that  the  babies  born  in 
this  District  have  been  strong  and  healthy.  This  is  also  proved 
at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  where  the  babies 
attending  during  1954  were  all  pictures  of  health. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

All  cases  of  notificable  infectious  disease  should  be  notified 
to  the  M.O.H.  immediately.  As  soon  as  this  is  done  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  M.O.H.  to  see  that  reasonable  precautions 
are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  by  means  of  isolation 
and  disinfection  of  infected  articles  and  premises.  All  too  fre- 
quently infectious  cases  are  allowed  to  mix  freely  with  other 
children  in  public  places  in  contravention  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

During  1954  only  20  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
as  compared  to  69  cases  in  1953.  From  these  figures  we  can 
conclude  that  there  was  hardly  any  infectious  disease  in  our 
District  during  1954. 

There  were  9 cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  which  5 were  non- 
pulmonary.  This  leaves  11  other  forms  of  infection,  including 
1 case  of  meningitis.  Although  there  was  no  epidemic  of  in- 
fectious disease  during  1954,  I do  not  feel  at  all  certain  that 
every  notifiable  infectious  disease  is  being  notified  to  me  as  the 
figures  are  so  low  as  to  be  too  good  to  be  true,  with  the  exception 
of  Tuberculosis  cases,  the  majority  of  which  are  notified  from  the 
Chest  Clinic. 

I 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occurred  in  this  District  for 
many  years  from  which  it  is  reasonable  to  draw  the  conclusion 
that  the  practice  of  immunising  children  which  has  been  carried 
on  during  the  past  20  years  is  responsible  for  this. 

Prior  to  immunisation  Diphtheria  was  rampant  and  caused 
many  deaths.  It  is  therefore  imperative  to  pursue  our  policy 
of  immunising  all  infants  before  they  reach  the  age  of  12  months. 
Unless  the  level  of  children  immunised  is  over  75  per  cent  there 
is  the  danger  of  Diphtheria  breaking  out  again. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  persuading  the  Mothers  of 
our  District  to  have  their  children  immunised,  but  their  main 
difficulty  was  to  get  to  the  Clinic,  which  are  few  and  far  between 
in  a rural  area.  The  experiment  of  running  a small  motor  brake 
to  bring  the  Mothers  and  their  children  to  the  Llanrhaeadr  clinic 
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from  the  surrounding  villages  has  been  most  successful  and 
greatly  appreciated.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  County  Council 
for  running  this  service.  Our  District  is  the  first  in  the  County 
of  Denbigh  where  this  form  of  transport  has  been  provided  for 
mothers  and  babies,  so  let  us  hope  they  will  make  good  use  of 
it  because  it  was  quite  a struggle  to  get  it  started. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  is  more 
than  double  the  figures  for  1953,  38  received  a primary  dose 
against  Diphtheria,  99  were  immunised  against  both  Whooping 
Cough  and  Diphtheria,  60  received  a booster  dose. 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  has  shown  no  improve- 
ment on  1953.  21  Children  were  vaccinated  for  the  first  time, 

7 were  re-vaccinated. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

Three  clinics  serve  our  District  and  are  situated  in  the  chief 
cehtres  of  population  at  Chirk,  Glynceiriog  and  Llanrhaeadr. 
They  are  in  charge  of  a Health  Visitor,  who  is  assisted  by  the 
District  Nurse  when  available,  and  at  some  clinics  we  are  indebted 
to  voluntary  helpers  for  assistance  in  selling  infant  foods  and 
cod  liver  oil,  etc. 

The  attendance  at  the  Llanrhaeadr  clinic  has  been  much 
improved  since  transport  has  been  provided. 

LICENSING  AND  PROVISION  OF  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  de-control  of  meat  came  into  force  in  July  when  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  for  sufficient  meat  to  be  made  available 
to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  District  by  the  licensing  of  private 
slaughter  houses.  Application  for  licences  were  received  from 
private  owners  ; these  were  inspected  and  the  Council  granted 
licences  to  those  that  were  brought  up  to  a reasonable  standard 
as  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry.  Complaints 
are  received  from  time  to  time  as  to  offensive  smell,  etc.,  which 
show  that  these  old  premises  are  not  in  all  respects  satisfactory. 
Nevertheless  the  meat  supply  of  the  District  has  been  sufficient 
and  of  good  quality. 

Regular  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  is  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  year  I received  complaints  regarding  the  condition 
of  some  of  our  Public  Conveniences.  Visitors  are  apt  to  draw 
their  conclusion  as  to  the  hygienic  standard  of  a local  authority 
by  the  state  in  which  their  public  conveniences  are  maintained. 
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This  Council  has  provided  five  modern  conveniences  at  Chirk, 
Llanrhaeadr,  Llansilin,  Llanarmon  and  Glynceiriog,  but  it  is 
unfortunately  true  that  they  are  often  to  be  found  in  a disgusting 
condition  due  to  mis-use  by  the  public  and  also  from  lack  of 
proper  care  and  attention  by  the  caretakers.  It  is  essential 
that  these  conveniences  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  put 
in  good  repair.  They  should  also  receive  regular  inspection  to 
see  that  the  caretakers  are  doing  their  duties  satisfactorily. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Llanrhaeadr  sewage  scheme  was  interfered  with  by  the 
bursting  of  a water  main  belonging  to  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 
This  caused  an  accumulation  of  gravel  to  be  washed  into  the 
sewer.  This  damage  was  put  right  with  the  help  of  tackle  loaned 
by  the  Wrexham  R.D.  Repeated  flooding  has  been  experienced 
at  Maesmorgan  due  to  surcharging  of  the  sewer  during  wet  and 
stormy  weather.  This  has  caused  the  council  houses  and  their 
gardens  to  be  flooded  with  sewage  which  is  most  undesirable 
and  unhygienic.  This  defect  has  been  put  right  by  the  con- 
struction of  a stormwater  overflow  to  the  river.  During  the 
year  the  Pentre  sewage  scheme  was  completed  and  work  was 
commenced  on  the  sewage  schemes  at  Llanarmon  D.C.,  Llansilin, 
and  Glynceiriog. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Practically  all  the  populous  areas  of  our  District  have  a 
piped  water  supply  since  the  Pentre  Water  Supply  Scheme  was 
completed  last  year.  The  Council's  reservoirs  are  situated  at 
Chirk,  Pandy,  Garth,  Tregeiriog,  Llansilin,  Moelfre,  Llanarmon 
D.C.,  and  Bwlchyddar.  Some  outlying  farms  experience  a 
shortage  at  times  owing  to  their  height  above  the  reservoir  which 
necessitates  pumping. 

HOUSING. 

The  housing  programme  has  been  carried  on  with  vigour. 
During  the  year  40  houses  and  6 shops  with  flats  were  completed 
at  Rhosywaen,  while  a further  36  houses  were  commenced  on 
this  site. 

Also  44  Cornish  Unit  Houses  were  completed  and  16  are 
in  course  of  erection. 

At  Llanarmon  4 Non-Parlour  type  houses  are  in  the  course 
of  erection. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act,  1954,  aims  at  the 
removal  of  slums  by  demolition  and  clearance  and  also  to 
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encourage  the  repair  and  improvement  of  houses  that  are  so 
structurally  sound  and  suitably  sited  as  to  lend  themselves  to 
this  purpose. 

Under  Section  1 of  the  Act  the  Ministry  requires  every  local 
authority  before  August,  1955,  to  submit  in  suitable  form  their 
proposals  for  dealing  with  houses  within  the  District  which 
appear  to  the  authority  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and 
any  other  houses  that  ought  to  be  included  in  a “clearance  area.” 

The  number  of  houses  in  this  District  which  have  been 
surveyed  and  classified  are  as  follows  : — 


Classification  1 887 

„ 2 222 

„ 3 402 

„ 4 427 

„ 5 74 

Total  2012 


I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration 
throughout  the  year.  I would  also  like  to  thank  Mr.  Aubrey 
and  his  staff  for  their  help  in  preparing  this  report. 

Finally  I must  acknowledge  the  advice  and  co-operation  of 
our  Clerk,  Mr.  Richards,  which  was  invaluable. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


THOMAS  KENRICK  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOUSING  CONTRACTS  PROGRESS. 

RHOSYWAEN  HOUSING  SITE  No.  2.  Contract  No.  1. 

(a)  40  Traditional  Type  and  6 Shops  with  Flats  completed  and 
occupied. 

Contract  No.  2. 

(b)  Work  has  commenced  on  the  erection  of  36  Traditional  Type 
Houses  on  this  site. 

CORNISH  UNIT  HOUSES. 

(c)  44  Houses  completed  and  occupied  and  16  Houses  in  course  of 
erection. 

LLANARMON  D.C.  HOUSING  SITE. 

One  Block  of  Four  Non-Parlour  Type  Houses  in  course  of 
erection. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS. 


Public  Supplies.  Class  1 3 

Class  4 3 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

9 Samples  examined  which  proved  satisfactory. 

The  following  statement  shows  particulars  of  the  number 
of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of  population  supplied  from 
Public  Water  Mains  : — 


Year  1954. 

No.  of 

Direct  to  House. 

Stand  Pipes. 

Parish. 

Houses. 

No. 

Percentage. 

No. 

Percentage. 

Chirk 

1105 

1074 

97.  2% 

Glyn  Traian 

292 

155 

53.  4% 

Glynceiriog 

305 

262 

85.  8% 

Llancadwaladr 

43 

30 

69.76% 

Llanarmon  D.C 

62 

39 

62.  9% 

7 

11.29% 

Llansilin 

305 

91 

29.83% 

17 

5.  9% 

Llangedwyn 

52 

46 

88.46% 

Llanarmon  M.M 

19 

17 

89.47% 

Llanrhaeadr 

297 

237 

79.  7% 

11 

3.  6% 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

ACT, 

1939. 

Section  14. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  or  preserved  food. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

There  are  19  premises  registered  under  the  above  Regulations 
for  the  sale  of  milk  in  the  district. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  has  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner  in  all 
areas. 
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Cost. 


O 

i S.  d. 

Regional  Scheme  2556  15  4 

Llansilin  (Mont.)  356  17  0 

Llanrhaeadr  (Mont.)  (paid  by  Llanfyllin  R.D.C.)  Ill  8 8 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the 

year 

Houses  visited  357 

Houses  revisited  ......  163 

Water  Works  175 

Sewage  Works  239 

Complaints  130 

Nuisances  54 

Tuberculosis  ......  9 

Infectious  Diseases  14 

Various  inspections  504 

New  Buildings  ......  225 

Slaughter  Houses 46 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCHEMES. 

Work  has  commenced  on  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Schemes  for  the  villages  of  Glynceiriog,  Llanarmon  D.C.,  and 
Llansilin. 

FOOD  STUFF  CONDEMNED. 

Canned  Meat.  Cheese.  Tin  Fruit.  Tinned  Milk. 

110  lbs.  23  lbs.  42  29 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  the  area  has  been  free  from  any 
serious  epidemic  : — 

Whooping  Cough  8 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Measles  1 

Meningoccal  Septicemia  1 

Pulmonary  T.B 4 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B.  ......  ......  5 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Primary  Dose.  Repeat  Dose. 

0—1  1—4  5—14  0—5  5—14 

12  16  10  44  16 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Combined  Immunisation  0 — 1 1 — 5 

54  45 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


0—14 

3 


VACCINATION  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1954. 


Primary  Vaccination. 
0—1  1—2  2—4  5—15 

26  — — 1 


Re-Vaccination. 
5—14  Over  15. 

3 4 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  Population— 

-7380  (Reg. 

General). 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

48 

59 

107 

Illegitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Total 

49 

63 

112 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

BIRTH  RATE  PER  1000. 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population — Crude  15.3 
Whole  Country 15.2 


Corrected  16.83 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


year. 


Males. 


Total 


Females. 

1 


Total. 

1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year — 

Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births 
Death  Rate  of  whole  country 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


Males. 


8.9  per  1000. 
25.5  per  1000. 


Females. 

1 


Rate  per  1000  Live  Births — 8.90 
Whole  Country  — per  1000. 
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DEATHS. 


Males. 

48 


Females. 

33 


T otal. 
81 


Death  Rate  per  1000  of  population — Crude  10.98.  Corrected  10.43 


Whole  country  — 11.3 

Causes  of  Death. 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  2 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  . 3 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung  bronchus  3 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast  1 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus  1 

Other  malignant  and  lympatic  neoplasms  5 

Leu-kemia  aleulemia  ......  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system  14 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ......  9 

Other  heart  diseases  12 

Other  circulatory  disease  3 

Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

Other  difined  and  ill-defined  diseases  13 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  1 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Cases  at  New 

31/12/53  Cases. 

Pulmonary- 

Male  30  2 

Female  18  4 

Non- 

Pulmonary — 

Male  6 2 

Female  7 1 


Removed 

Cases. 

7 

0 


Cases  at 
31/12/54 

25 

22 


3 5 

1 7 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  ACCOUNT. 

The  following  Tables  show  the  value  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  1954,  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
Council’s  Housing  Estates  : — 


No.  of  Houses. 

1953— 649 

1954— 727 


To  Credit 
Repairs  A/c. 

£ s.  d. 
5697  1 2 

5869  12  8 


To  Debit 
Repairs  A/c. 

£ s.  d. 
6139  18  4 

4903  12  4 


Average  Cost 
per  house. 

£ s.  d. 

9 9 2 

6 14  10 


PLANS  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS  SUBMITTED. 

Alterations  and  Conversions 
New  Buildings 
Approved 
Not  approved 
Carried  out  ..:... 


5 
23 
22 

6 

19 
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